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The International Energy Agency (IEA) came under scrutiny by business leaders, 
scientists, and investors across the world after neither of its three emission reduction 
scenarios aligned with the toughest goal of the Paris Agreement: 1.5°C. The Sustainable 
Development Scenario (SDS) estimated capital expenditure in oil and gas extraction at levels 
that would push warming significantly past the 1.5°C (Climate Home News). In response, the 
IEA announced it is already running a new model that align with 1.5°C and plans to publish 
an updated scenario in the World Energy Outlook (WEO) 2019 report this November. 
(Climate Home News) 
 

Bonn Meeting (SB50): The most high-profile issue of the 2019 intersessional meeting was 
Article 6. However, delegates failed to reach an agreement on Clean Development 
Mechanism (CDM). Developing nations, led mainly by Brazil, are pushing for either the 
system's continuation as is or for the new mechanism mentioned to accept historical CDM 
credits while critics say it may double counting and would further damage the program's 
already bruised reputation. Countries then agreed to proceed on the basis of texts put 
together by the Co-Facilitators. 
 
On global warming of 1.5C, a few countries, namely Saudi Arabia, Russia and the US, 
continued to question the fundamental science of the IPCC 1.5 Special report, led to a 
SBSTA compromise rephrasing the text on 1.5C goal and the gaps of current scientific 
studies. (IISD, UNFCCC, Renew Economy) 

G20: Osaka Leaders’ Declaration again has a G19+1 text on Climate. All G20 countries 
except the US reaffirms the intention to communicate, update or maintain NDCs and 
considering further global efforts. Nevertheless, many environmental groups criticized the 
poor outcomes as it failed to address more ambitious commitments and has a weakened 
reiteration of fossil subsidies- despite a recent report pointed out that G20 have almost tripled 
the subsidies to coal-fired power plants between 2014 and 2017. (350.org, Japan Times, 
Climate Home News) 
 

COP 26: The UK and Italy strike partnership for the 2020 climate talks. Under the joint 
proposal, the UK will host COP 26 and Italy will host a preparatory meeting and a youth 
event. (Climate Home News)  

Ministerial Meetings on Climate Action (MoCA): The third MoCA was held in Brussels on 
June 28, 2019. Ministers and representatives from 31 governments expressed expectations 
of achieving robust outcomes at COP25. These include guidance on international carbon 
markets, review of Loss and Damage Mechanism and the Enhanced Transparency 
Framework. (MoCA) 
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U.S. 

 
Canada 

 
 

Affordable Energy Rule/Clean Power Plan: The EPA finalized the Affordable Clean Energy 
(ACE) rule that repealed and replaced the Clean Power Plan (CPP) implemented in 2015, 
which set state specific targets in hopes to reduce power plant emissions by 30% to 2005 
levels by 2030. ACE gives states the responsibility to set their own performance standards 
and decide how much emissions to cut, essentially removes all performance targets set by 
the CPP. (JDSupra) 

Oregon’s Carbon Cap Legislation: Oregon’s Cap & Trade bill (HB2020) was set to put a 
cap on emissions and create close to $500 million in revenue to be used for investments in 
renewable energy jobs and projects. The bill passed the House but failed to pass the Senate 
in the 2019 legislative session. Governor Kate Brown indicated she is willing to use executive 
powers to push for this legislation.(AP, Willamette Week) 

New York: One of the most ambitious climate plans to date (S6599) was passed by the New 
York Senate and is waiting to be signed by Governor Andrew Cuomo. The climate plan calls 
for the state to reach an emissions reduction of 40% from 1990 levels by the year 2030 and 
85% from 1990 levels by 2050. The remaining 15% of emissions are estimated to be offset, 
thus making New York carbon neutral by 2050. (Independent) 

IRENA Energy and Jobs Annual Review 2019: The renewable energy sector employed 
over 11 million people in 2018, up from 10.3 million the previous year. Roughly 60 percent of 
all jobs in renewable energy are located in Asia, with 36 percent located in China. Solar PV 
employed 3.6 million people globally, with Asia hosting 85 percent, North America with 6.4 
percent, Africa with 3.9 percent, and Europe with 3.2 percent of the global share. Wind 
employed 1.16 million globally. (IRENA) 

REN 21 2019 Report (REN 21): Renewable energy provides about 26 percent of total 
electricity generation in 2018. Although 181 GWh was installed, the rate of new capacity 
installation leveled off. There is growing interest to implement more ambitious climate goals 
on the sub-national level. In the private sector, more companies committed to RE100 (100% 
renewable electricity). Distributed Renewables for Energy Access (DREA) continues to 
provide electricity and clean cooking solutions to remote areas. Around 122 million people 
gained access to electricity since the previous year because of off-grid solar systems. 

Canada: Prime Minister Justin Trudeau proposed a federal ban on “harmful” single-use 
plastic items that could go into effect by 2021. It is estimated that only 10% of plastics in 
Canada are currently recycled. (Chatelaine) 



 
Asia-Pacific  

 
Africa 

 
Latin America 

Kenya court blocks a $2 billion coal project funded by Chinese investors in Lamu. 
Environmental and conservation groups have been pushing for the government to focus on 
clean energy projects instead of coal. (Global Construction Review) 

Japan: In June 2019, Japan’s cabinet adopted a long-term strategy for emissions reduction, 
aiming to achieve net zero emissions soon after 2050.The strategy including plans to promote 
hydrogen fuel, establish commercial-sized carbon capture and utilization technology by 2023 
and carbon capture and storage for coal-fired plants by 2030. However, the strategy lacks 
roadmaps for coal phasing-out and carbon pricing. (Reuters) 

Australia: Following Labor’s election loss, Queensland’s Environmental Department 
approved Adani’s plan for Carmichael mine in the Galilee Basin after nine years of proposal 
revising, protests, and political debates. Indian company Adani now has approval for up to 60 
million tons of coal production per year. The biggest concern is that the approval could pave 
the way for six other mines proposed for the surrounding area. (ABC News) 

South Korea: South Korea sets to close 20 aging coal-fired generators and aiming to boost 
renewable energy generation to 35 percent by 2040. (Reuters) 

China, France, and UN issued a statement on the sideline of the Summit, pledge to update 
current NDCs to reflecting “highest possible ambition” by 2020. The agreement sent a strong 
political signal of China is planning to enhance its climate targets and is willing to take more 
ambitious carbon reduction measures.(Climate Home News, Press Statement of Foreign 
Minister of China, France, and the UN Secretary General) 

India plans to order taxi aggregators like Uber and Ola to convert 40 percent of their fleet of 
cars to electric by April 2026. The transition details a 2.5 percent electrification by 2021, 5 
percent by 2022, 10 percent by 2023, and eventually 40 percent. Following this policy, new 
policies centering on electric scooters, motorcycles and buses will likely to be implemented as 
well. (Reuters) 

Chile announced their energy sector transition plan to 100 percent renewable energy by 2040 
and carbon-neutral by 2050, starting with closing eight coal fired power station over the next 
five years. The closures account for 20 percent of the country’s current capacity of 23,000 
megawatts and will contribute to more than 26 million tons of CO2 emission. (France 24) 



 
Europe 

 
The UK: The UK signed the target of net-zero GHG emissions by 2050 into law, becoming 
the first major economy to do so. (Vox) 
 
Finland: In addition to their phase out coal pledge, Finland will go carbon neutral by 2035, 
setting one of the world’s earliest timelines for reaching that mark. Finland does not plan on 
buying credits for carbon cutting projects in other countries to achieve their carbon neutral 
goal. (Climate Change News) 
 
Ireland: In their recent climate strategy, Ireland intends to cut their greenhouse gas emission 
to net zero by 2050. The detailed plan includes a phaseout of coal and peat-fired power 
generation and a 100 percent transition to electric vehicles by 2030 even though Ireland is set 
to miss its EU 2020 target of 20 percent under existing policies. (Climate Home News) 
 
Norway’s Parliament recently voted into law to divest from all fossil fuel investment. The 
legislation will also mandate direct investment in renewable energy of up to $20 billion, which 
marks a 50 percent growth in the global renewable market value by 2030. (Guardian) 
 
Slovakia will stop all government subsidy towards the coal mines that provide coal to the 
most polluting power plant before 2023. The government will unveil a detailed plan with 
alternatives soon. (Reuters)  
 
The Dutch government on Tuesday proposed a law that would set a minimum price for 
carbon dioxide emissions by electricity producers from January 2020. The law is set to 
supplement the European Union’s Emissions Trading System (ETS) and to discourage CO2 
emission. The minimum price is set to be 12.30 euros in 2020 and rise to 31.90 euros in 
2030. (Reuters) 
 
Poland is poised to give up handing out free carbon permits to utilities from 2021, opting 
instead to sell those allowances and boost state funds. The government has yet to disclose 
how the permits would be sold. (Bloomberg) 

Eight out of 28 EU countries have pledged to phase out coal to the European Commission. 
France will become the first to end all coal use by 2022, followed by Italy and Ireland by 2025, 
with Denmark, Spain, the Netherlands, Portugal and Finland close behind by 2030. Even 
Europe’s biggest polluter Germany indicated plans for an end date for coal. (Yahoo News) 
 
At the European Commission and Council summit on June 20, an attempt to push forward 
an EU net zero 2050 target failed. Though backed by 23 countries, the 2050 goal was 
blocked by Poland and others, claiming that without a burden-sharing mechanism, committing 
to the target would be detrimental to their economy. The disagreement reflects the high fossil 
fuel dependence Central and Eastern European countries have. Further discussion will be 
held to address the disagreement from this meeting. (Politico) 


